Skeletal Case Studies
1. Jack, a young man, is treated at the clinic for an accident in which he is hit on his forehead.  When he returns fro a checkup, he complains that he can’t smell anything.  A hurried X ray of his head reveals a fracture.  What part of which bone was fractured to cause his loss of the sense of smell?

2. 2.  The pediatrician at the clinic explains to parents of a newborn that their child suffers from a cleft palate.  She tells them that the normal palate fuses in an anterior to posterior pattern.  The Childs palatine processes have not fused.  Have his palatine bones fused normally? Explain

3. Janet, a 10 yr old girl, is brought to the clinic after falling out of a tree.  An X ray shows she has small fractures of the transverse processes of T3 to T5 on the right side.  Janet will be watched for what abnormal spinal curvature over the next several years?

4. Examination of an infant at birth shows that the spinous process on the 5th lumbar vertebra is absent.  What condition does this indicate?

5. A young woman is brought to the emergency room after falling on her outstretched arm.  Her forearm is bruised both anteriority and posterior along most of its length, but there is no fracture.  The doctor explains that she dislocated the head of the radius but it has relocated spontaneously.  What persistent injury is responsible for the bruising?

6. Garth, a truck driver, tells his physician that he has a shooting pain in his right leg.  What is a likely diagnosis?

7. Mr Green, a heavy beer drinker with a large potbelly, complained of severe lower back pains.  X rays showed displacement of his lumbar vertebrae.  What is the condition called and what probably caused it ?

8. Mark a man in his late 50s comes to the clinic, worried about a “hard spot” right below his breastbone.  An X ray reveals noting abnormal, although the man insists that the spot was not their until the last few years.  What is the explanation?

9. An infant was born with feet turned medially and toes pointed inferiorly.  What is the name if this condition?

10. Nathan is hit in the face with a bad hop grounder during a baseball game.  The X ray reveals multiple fractures of the bones around an orbit.  Name the bones that form the margins of the orbit.
