Probability and Class Evidence
Individual Evidence:  Material that can be related to a single source; individualization always involves comparison. 
Class Evidence: is material that can be associated only with a group of items that share properties or characteristics.

A way to increase the probative value of class evidence is to find as many different types of objects as possible with which to link the suspect to the crime or victim.  This is Probative and means supply proof or evidence.

Problem: 
A young person was seen leaving a high school parking lot after having been near a car with a broken window; the car’s CD player was missing.  The suspect was identified as having light brown hair and wearing a white shirt, blue jeans, and dark-colored athletic shoes.  In a school of 16,00 students, how common are these characteristics.

How many students would be expected to be wearing a white shirt on any given day?  Lets say that in your class of 33 students, 7 are wearing a white shirt.  

1.    How many students in the whole school are likely to be wearing a white shirt?

2. So if your class is representative of the whole school, how many students in the entire school would you expect to be wearing a white shirt?

3. How many students would be wearing blue jeans?  In your class, you count 12 wearing blue jeans.

4. So if your class is representative of the whole school, how many students in the entire school would you expect to be wearing blue jeans?

5. Now multiple these numbers together and then multiple by the school population.  How many students would be wearing white shirt and blue jeans?
6. Now determine how many students would be likely to have light brown hair.  In your class you count 5 with light brown hair.

7. How many students in the school would be likely to be likely to have light brown hair?

8. How many students would be likely to be wearing a white shirt, blue jeans ahd have light brown hair?

9. If 4 in your class wore dark-colored athletic shoes, How many student sin the school would be likely to wear dark-colored athletic shoes?

10. Now calculate the statistics you have collected.  Out of 16,00 how many students are likely to be wearing white shirt, blue jeans,  dark- colored athletic shoes and have light brown hair? 

11. Did the probative value of the class evidence grow by considering more options?

12. Can class evidence be useful?  If so how?

Now determine if the following evidence can be classified as class or individualized.
13. A torn T-shirt was found in the back seat of a suspects car.  A piece of torn cloth was found at the scene of the crime.  Can it be individualized to the T-shirt? Explain

14. A pistol was found in a theatre where a man was shot.  A suspect known to have owned a Derringer like this one was apprehended.  Would this gun bbe considered individual or class evidence?

15.   Some blond hairs were found on the gloves of a suspected kidnapper who has brown hair.  Would they be considered class or individual evidence?

16.  Pieces of broken bottle were found at the scene of an assault.  The bottom of a bottle was found in a suspects car.  Can the pieces of the bottle be uniquely associated ( individualized) with what was found in the suspects car? Explain

17. A bloody knife has been found in the backyard of a murder suspect.  Under what circumstances could it be individualized? Or will it remain class evidence?

18. A shoe print was found at the scene of a hit and run automobile accident.  How can a suspects shoe be individualized to match a print?

19. A match was found at the scene of a suspicious house fire.  A suspect was found carrying a book of matches, several of which were missing.  Is the single match class or individual evidence? Explain

20. A pair of latex gloves was found at the scene of a robbery.  A box of the same brand of latex gloves was found at a suspects home.  Can the gloves be individualized to the box?  Explain

