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Part D. Circulatory, Excretory, Nervous,
and Reproductive Systems

1. Locate the systemic heart as shown in Figure 5.
This is a difficult structure to find because it is
transparent.

2. Examine the nephridium, a kidneylike excretory
organ that removes liquid waste products from
the blood.

3. Locate the white mass of the cranium above
and between the eyes. This structure contains
the squid’s brain.

4. Locate the reproductive organs as shown in
Figure 6. Determine the sex of your squid, but
be sure to examine squid of both sexes. The
male has testes that lie beneath the caecum.
The female has two large nidamental glands
that secrete a protective covering over the
eggs. Eggs might or might not be present.

5. Remove the eye and cut it in half. Examine the
transparent lens and the shiny black retina at
the back of the eye.

6. Complete Table 1 in Data and Observations.
Consult your textbook if necessary.
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