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/ 1. Number of skulls (or pairs of jawbones) in your owl pellet:

2. Prey species found in your pellet, and number of each:
Species Number of individuals

3. Class Record:
A. Total number of pellets examined:

B. Total number of prey animals found:
C. Average number of prey animals per pellet:
D.

Number of animals of each species found for the class:

Species Number Species Number
Bird Wandering Shrew
(Sorex vagrans)
Rat Bendire Shrew
(Rattus sp.) (Sorex bendiri)
Townsend vole Shrew mole
(Microtus townsendi) (Neurotrichus gibbsi)
Creeping vole Townsend mole
(Microtus oregoni) (Scapanus townsendi)
Deer Mouse Coast mole
(Peromyscus maniculatus) (Scapanus orarius)
House Mouse Other

(Mus musculus)

4. Remember that an owl produces one pellet per day. The listing in 3.D. represents the tota
prey eaten in the number of days listed in,3.A. Based on your class record, project the
number of each species that an owl would eat in one year (365 days):

Species Number Species Number
Bird Wandering Shrew

Rat Bendire Shrew

Townsend vole Shrew mole

Creeping vole Townsend mole

Deer Mouse Coast mole

House Mouse Other
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4.0rganize the bones into groups and label them, use the attached chart to help you identify
bones.Construction paper will serve as a mounting surface. Grade will be based on neatness, labeling and
organization.

Analysis

1. What do we know about the digestive system of an owl based upon the pellets?

2. Owl pellets not only can give us information about the diet of the owl, owl pellets also proyide a habitat fo
other animals, in fact an owl pellet is a little ecosystem all on its own. Why kind of animals are found in the
iowl pellet ecosystem (Hint: read the background at the beginning)

3. Other types of birds form pellets. What would you expect to find in the pellet of a seagull?

4. Owils, hawks, and eagles are types of raptors, animals which have hooked beaks and sharp claws, and
are therefore adapted for seizing prey animals. Hawks and eagles differ from owis in that they eat their prey
animals by tearing them into small pieces, picking out the flesh and avoiding most of the fur and bones.
They also have strong stomachs which can digest most of the bone material which they might eat. The
relatively small amount of indigestible bone and fur that remain will be compacted by their stomach muscles
into a pellet similar to the owl's. Do you think an eagle pellet would be as useful for dissecting as an owl's?
Why or why not?

5. Construct a diagram of a food web (of at least 5 animals) with an owl at the uppermost trophic level. Use
an arrow to show which
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