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This experiment is concemed only with aspirin or to produce actual tablets for con- i
the synthesis of the active pain reliever. No sumption. For this reason, the aspirin should
attempt will be made either to purify the not be tasted.
MATERIALS

Tripod stand, or ring stand and iron ring, wire gauze, Bunsen bumner, beakers, thermometer, tongs.
stirring rods, filter flask, Biichner funnel, filter paper.
Salicylic acid, acetic anhydride, concentrated sulfuric acid, ice.

PROCEDURE
1. Place 7 g of salicylic acid in a 200 ml beaker. Under a hood, carefully add 14 ml (15 g)
of acetic anhydride.
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2. Add 810 drops of concentrated sulfuric acid (H,SO‘) to acidify the mixture. Stir.
3. Place the beaker in a warm water bath for 10-15 minutes. (See Figure 28-1.) Do not per-
mit the temperature of the mixture to go above 50° C.
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4. Remove the beaker with tongs and cool in an ice bath (a large beaker filled with ice and
water). Stir constantly until crystals appear. 5

5. Slowly add 100 ml of H, O to refnove any cxcess acetic.acid. Stir for a couple of minutes.

6.  Filter, using a Biichner funnel and aspirator. .

7. Wash the acetylsalicylic acid crystals with a little ice water, while the aspirator is on.

8. Remove the crystals and dry for at least 24 hours.
9. Determine the melting point of the product. (A melting point range of several degrees is
common.)
10.  Dry and store the aspirin for later use.





